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Family Day is here 
This Family Day, we’re celebrating how YOU share 
your gifts and strengths with children in families facing 
economic barriers.

A thank you from our 
partners at Second 
Generation Midwives: 
“This beautiful bundle provided great 
assistance to our client, Chelsea. She and 
family are currently homeless, with five 
children — that includes one infant and 
one toddler. Recently, they were staying 
with Chelsea’s mom, but they were asked 
to leave with nothing. It has been a very 
tough time for the whole family. But your 
gift provided some hope and relief. This 
bundle was perfect for baby!”

Winter 2020

Thank you for sharing your support in 2019!
If you just met us, did you know that Moorelands Kids’ work continues throughout the year? Our leadership programs are 
on now in schools across the city. Here, children learn the Moorelands Kids’ Habits & Qualities — valuable development 
tools that set them up to succeed and thrive. Come summer, kids are away to a magical camp experience to keep the 
learning going.

Whatever your particular strengths, we have a child that will benefit from your interest and care. Please, DONATE NOW  
or ask us more about getting involved with Moorelands Kids. 

With your help, 
180 VITAL and LED 

after-school program 
kids learned about 

volunteering and their 
role in building strong 
communities. Those in 
programs at Christmas 

benefitted from  
your support  

in our Mitts & a  
Movie campaign. 

We want to know: 
How else will you 

share the strengths 
learned in your  

own families 
with the wider 

Moorelands  
Kids family of  

over 1500 kids?

Our Christmas  
Sharing adopters 

shopped to support 
956 children with 
Christmas gifts.  

Many of our families 
tell us your gifts  

“tide us over  
through some  

very tough times  
in January.” 

Thank you!  
You made all  
this possible. 

Because of your 
support, 145 kids in 

grades 1-5 experienced 
the fun, rich learning 
opportunities found  
in our BLAST after-

school program.

By engaging your 
peers and through 
your own actions,  

694 camp spaces were 
filled with joyful kids 

in the 2019 year!

337 newborns  
were welcomed  
with essential 

supplies and beautiful 
gifts through the 
Moorelands Kids’  

Baby Bundles  
2019 program!

https://www.moorelands.ca/mymoorelands-winter-2020-donation/


Sharing our strengths  
builds opportunities 

For Amanda, one of our camper parents, the best thing  
about Moorelands Camp is “the way the staff treat the  
kids like family.” 
As a mom on a low-income, she 
really values the Moorelands Kids 
community and the opportunities  
it provides for her daughter,  
Hailey. “As a family, we’ve  
experienced a lot of different programs 
for kids and no one else builds these 
strong relationships like Moorelands 
Kids does.”

Hailey has been going to Moorelands 
Camp for four years now and both 
mother and daughter recognise the 
strong connections she’s forged. 
“Going to Moorelands is like being 
part of a family,” Hailey states, “The 
way you bond with friends and the 
leaders... I’m always sad to leave.”

“They don’t treat the kids like a 
paycheck.” Amanda adds, “They truly 
and honestly care about every child 
and take the time to build those one-
on-one relationships with the kids. 
Hailey may only see the counsellors 
once a summer, but the difference 
they make lasts year round.

“Moorelands has been great to us 
as a family. Hailey is a lot more 
independent, self-confident and 
ambitious. The very first summer Hailey 
came home she stated she wanted 
to work at camp. She’s been doing 
everything she can to make it happen, 
including swim lessons at a local pool 
so she can get her lifeguard certificate. 
She told me she really wants to share 
what she’s learned and use it to  
help other kids.”  

We think that’s an amazing goal for a 
young person to have.

Hailey also recognises how camp 
has helped her: “I used to be really 
shy but Moorelands has changed me 
completely. 

“Before I went, I was always scared 
to make new friends because I’d 
been bullied in the past. But now I 
feel connected to a big family and 
community. I’m not scared to make 
friends anymore.”

“She’s definitely taught me things 
too,” adds Amanda, “she’s shared the 
strengths and skills she’s gained at 
camp with me and we use them  
at home.”

This year, Hailey intends to become 
a Moorelands’ LEDGE (High School 
leadership program) camper. Amanda 
would like to thank everyone in the 
Moorelands Kids family for making 
Hailey’s experiences possible:  

“I’d like to thank everyone who’s 
donated. You’ve opened a lot of doors 
for her - and a bunch of other kids too. 
I’m grateful for everything you do  
– it’s not just camp, not just once a 
year. You’re there at Christmas; you’re 
there for her throughout the year.  
A child goes to Moorelands once and 
they’re part of the family and for that 
we’re so grateful.”  

2

How much do programs at 
Moorelands Kids cost per child?
•  One session of camp - $1,200
•  A month of BLAST - $420 
•  A month of VITAL - $394
•  A month of LED - $268

Consider how we can engage 
together to keep building 
opportunities for kids like Hailey. 
Please think about how your  
special strengths can be used to 
fund a child through a year of 
Moorelands Kids’ after-school  
and camp programs.

According to research 
from the Search Institute, 
young people who benefit 
from strong developmental 
relationships across different 
parts of their lives are more  
likely to have:

  Increased academic 
motivation;

  Increased social-emotional 
growth and learning;

  Increased sense of personal 
responsibility; and

  Reduced engagement 
in a variety of high-risk 
behaviors



Moorelands Kids’ Century Club
“Grace means love given freely and without expectation of return.” – Archbishop Justin Welby

Moorelands Kids’ Century Club, introduced in our 100th 
year, is made up of dedicated donors who have been 
giving to Moorelands Kids for twenty years or more. This 
Valentine’s and Family Day we wanted to celebrate the 
love and generosity of Grace Church, Markham, one of our 
long-standing church partners whose congregation has 
been supporting Moorelands Kids for almost thirty years!

Every Christmas, the parishioners of Grace Church, 
Markham provide Christmas gifts to the children in 
our after-school programs. This year, thanks to their 
generosity, 92 BLAST kids received a toy, a hat and 
mitts!  We’re also very grateful to be beneficiaries of the 
fundraising efforts of Grace Church, Markham’s ACW who 
support our Send a Kid to Camp campaign every year!

The Rev. Canon Nicola Skinner, Grace Church’s priest, 
explains how participating in Moorelands Kids’ Christmas 
Sharing is a “much-loved tradition.” 

“Everyone is always incredibly excited to participate! Around 
Thanksgiving time, our parish receives the names and ages 
of the children we will be supporting – there’s always a huge 
rush on the table to pick up a name! Everyone is so happy to 
help; happy to share gifts with those in need.

For Nicola, making an impact in the community and taking 
her faith outside the walls of the building is important. 

“The Sunday before advent, the children in our parish bring 
the gifts up to the altar to be blessed.  Grace Church is a 
vibrant, multi-cultural and multi-generational community.  

“The program brings people of all ages together. For the 
older folks, it’s exciting to buy presents for children. I know 
that it gives people a lot of joy to pick a present for a child, 
especially knowing that it might be the only thing they get. 
We are all very happy to be able to support such a good 
cause. We intend to do it for many years to come!”

We are so grateful to the community at Grace Church, 
Markham for all they do to support our Moorelands Kids 
family. Thank you for giving your gifts and sharing your 
strengths with those in need!
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A message from Dani, a Moorelands Kids’ Baby Bundles 
recipient delivered through our partnership with St. 
Stephen’s Community House:
“I did not have baby stuff and I have no income right now. Getting the baby bundle 
helped me with stress, gave me hope and it will help me use what money I have 
towards food and rent. I am very thankful for the beautiful gifts for my baby!”



Come out and  
celebrate!
TWO very important Moorelands Kids 
events will take place the week of  
April 12th.

Shortly, we will be in touch about our 
Annual General Meeting.

AND
Today, we invite you to our inaugural Spring Fling, 

a camp day-in-the-city event on Saturday, April 18th.   
This registration event for kids and families is also a great 

opportunity for alumni, supporters and donors interested in 
volunteering and meeting our kids! If you are reading this, YOU ARE INVITED  
to join us for Spring Fling. 

We are looking forward to celebrating our Moorelands Kids family and how we 
all achieve more together by sharing our strengths!

Interested in learning more about either of these events or volunteering at 
Spring Fling? Please visit: www.moorelands.ca/spring-fling or contact Helen 
Gaan directly at 416.466.9987 ext. 312.

Will you be a SAK 
superhero this year? 
Moorelands Kids’ Send a Kid to Camp (SAK) 
fundraising campaign kicks off in early spring. 
Will you join our growing group of crusaders 
who champion Moorelands Kids amongst their 
friends, coworkers and family? Will YOU raise 
the money needed to send a kid to camp? 

There are so many easy, fun ways you can get  
involved, including:

• Joining the SAK letter writing campaign

•  Holding your own unique fundraising event; for example hosting a SAK dinner 
for friends at your favourite restaurant or seeking sponsors for a run or swim!

•  Getting your school or workplace involved with a fun event – see ideas at 
www.moorelands.ca/fundraise

To pledge your support today or get more info, please contact Helen,  
hgaan@moorelands.ca  |  416.466.9987 ext. 312.

Charitable Registration  
#11923 0241 RR0001

Need Answers? 
For questions, comments or 
change in contact information, 
please contact us at:

416.466.9987, Ext. 307

info@moorelands.ca

  251 Consumers Rd., Suite 601

Toronto, ON, M2J 4R3
www.moorelands.ca

  
@moorelandskids     

  
@moorelandskids     

  
@moorelandskids

Moorelands Kids believes that everyone has skills and strengths.  
We exist to build on the strengths found in every child,  
regardless of their financial circumstances. Share your special 
strengths to lift a child into a wonderful new experience.  
Send a Kid to Camp!
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