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Ask Kim Williams what’s special about Moorelands
Christmas Sharing and she’ll tell you “everything!”
Kim, a mother of two, was first introduced to
Moorelands Christmas Sharing program in 2011. “My
sister was the first one to tell me about it, and boy, it
was a big turnaround for our family. For us, Christmas
wasn’t about joy and peace, it was about how can
I make ends meet? How can I stretch the grocery
budget to get us through January?
“Being remembered at Christmas and having
that connection and support means the world to
our family.” The sense of belonging to a larger
community has been a vital lifeline. “Moorelands’
adopting families work so hard to make thoughtful
choices for my children. For my daughter Felicia it was
important to have a place to share her thoughts and

We asked our Budding Leaders After-School Teams (BLAST) kids to tell us
in their own words what sharing means to them. Abdul, age 10 said “When
someone shares with me, I feel very happy and then I give them something
that they don’t have. Then I feel friendship.” Read on to learn what other
BLAST kids had to say …

Sharing is good
because you
gain new friends.
I share my laptop
with my little sister.
Aydan, age 11

Sharing means that you shouldn’t hog
everything; you should give others a turn.
Saraun, age 8

Sharing is good because
it means you care.
Noah, age 8

“Dear Santa and family, we thank you sincerely
from the bottom of our hearts for your gifts.
May the season bring unto you all, everything
that’s glorious and wonderful!” (Parent of a
Christmas Sharing family)
dreams for the future. Somehow our ‘adopting family’
knew that. They went to The Book Place and found
a beautiful diary. It was the perfect gift for my girl.”
Felicia’s been told she’s a natural leader, and works on
her leadership skills at Moorelands Camp. One day she
hopes to be a camp counsellor.
“My son Germaine, a little bit shy, loves soccer. He
was at camp this summer for his second year. He was
so proud when his cabin leader, C-Dawg, awarded him
the ‘Best Soccer Player of Moorelands Camp’ button.
He’s asked Santa for a soccer ball this Christmas.”
“When I go to pick up the Moorelands Christmas
Sharing gifts, I bring my own mother. I feel like a
little girl all over again, jumping up and down with
excitement because someone out there took the time
to make my children feel included. To see how much
care another family puts into helping my family have
a special and memorable Christmas…words can’t
express how much these positive experiences mean
to us.”
Kim says, “Words don’t always come easy to myself
or my son, but I’ve taught him that you work for the
things that are important to you. I practise the words
I want to say to the family that reached out to make
our Christmas so special, then I send them in a thank
you card. I treasure the knowledge that as me and
my kids continue to work at our future, my kids are
learning important lessons about the joy of sharing,
and about building community.”
– M.L.

“We absolutely LOVE the gifts we received.
It was exactly what we wanted. Without
Moorelands, we would not have had a
Christmas. Thank you for taking the time and
effort to shop for us! It is amazing that you
care!” (Tad age 11, Christmas Sharing family)
“I wanted to say thank you to the family or
co-workers who brought such amazing smiles
to my children’s faces when they awoke and saw that ‘Santa’ didn’t forget them…
Thank you! I hope to be in a position one day to ‘adopt’ a family myself. Seeing
my kids’ smiles makes me want to be able to do that for other children.” (Parent of
a Christmas Sharing family)
– M.L.

Sharing is good because it makes
sad people happy!
Ava, age 9
Sharing is good
because it’s the best
and others will
share
back with you.
Aris, age 10

Sharing is good because when I don’t have the same
toys as my sister, she always lets me use hers —
like her cake pop maker
— and then I can make us both cake pops!
Nidhi, age 7

Sharing means caring.
Nima, age 7

You can brighten the holidays for a child in need and make a meaningful gift
that lasts throughout the year. You and Moorelands - bridging the opportunity
gap for kids.
Give the Gift of
Opportunity.
Let Moorelands
send a card to
your loved one.
Make a donation
in their name to
any Moorelands
program and
Moorelands will
take care of the
rest, choose www.moorelands.ca/gifts
Donate to Christmas Sharing. Don’t have time to assemble a Christmas Package for
a family? Donate to the Moorelands Christmas Sharing Program and we’ll do the
shopping. To donate visit www.moorelands.ca/gifts
Host a Holiday Party! Host a holiday party and ask guests to contribute to a child’s
future with a donation to Moorelands. It’s a gift that will keep giving throughout
the year. www.moorelands.ca/programs/christmas-sharing
Donate Supplies to Programs. Find out which items are needed by visiting www.
moorelands.ca/programs/christmas-sharing or call Cheryle at 416-466-9987 x 300.
Baby Bundles - The gift of a healthy start in life.
See the list of supplies needed at
www.moorelands.ca/programs/baby-bundles

Ask Dianna what she wants for
Christmas and she’ll tell you there’s not
much she personally needs, but there’s a
lot she would wish for a child at Christmas.
That’s why we created the Share it
Forward Christmas card. Each holiday,
Dianna gives a list of great Moorelands
programs to her three young nephews,
and invites them to choose the one they
would like to support, as her Christmas
gift that year.
“I found that my oldest nephew, David,
was particularly interested in the Whacky
Science workshops that BLAST offers, so
he wanted to support BLAST.” For Dianna,
it’s all about knowing that a child in-need
will have fun and enriching experiences
to keep them engaged and learning
throughout the year. “I knew I wanted
to make Moorelands’ Share it Forward
Christmas card a part of our Christmas
traditions.”
You can donate one of your gifts to a
Moorelands’ child too. Santa has included
a very special card in your Holiday echo.
We call it the Share it Forward Christmas
card. It gives you the ability to reach out
to a friend or family member and ask
them to make one of your Christmas gifts
an opportunity for a child to experience
Moorelands BLAST after-school program,
for themselves. Simply send this card to
your personal Santa, inviting them to
make your gift a donation to
www.moorelands.ca/gifts.
Whatever amount they donate will be
put towards supporting a child from the
high-priority communities of Thorncliffe
or Flemingdon Park in engaging,
vital, exciting and character-building
programming at Moorelands Budding
Leaders After-School Team (BLAST). It’s a
gift that will keep on giving joy and hope
throughout the year.
– M.L.

The Holiday Season is upon us, a time for reflection, sharing, and giving thanks. As
Moorelands’ Camp Director since 2000, it’s been my joy to create a place and a culture
in which children and youth belong and grow. In accepting the role of Moorelands’
Executive Director, I look forward to building on that culture in our city and family
programs. Moorelands and our donors make up a community of great people who
share in a common purpose and goal; to create connections, to help children and
youth, build confidence, gain competence and develop character. Whether in the city
or at camp, through our intentional programs, we are helping our future leaders grow.
In 2016 I invite you to meet our future, young leaders, by attending Moorelands Annual General
Meeting, donating, volunteering, visiting programs, or coming out to ‘Get Jazzed about Moorelands
2016.’ Thank you for being part of our community. Let’s keep sharing our connection.

Our Mandate
At Moorelands, we recognize
the inherent value of all
children and youth. We work
with Toronto’s children and
youth affected by poverty, to
provide them with positive
and fun experiences to help
strengthen their confidence,
competence and character.

Wishing you all a safe, happy and healthy holiday,
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Thank you! To all the Moorelanders who got

Directors

on their feet on Sunday, October 18th, to run/walk for
Moorelands — brighter futures for Toronto children and
youth! Our 30 runners/walkers braved the early morning
snowfall, filled with passion, enthusiasm and excitement
to raise over $11,700 in support of Moorelands’ programs.
Massive thanks to everyone who supported Moorelands in
the Scotiabank Toronto Waterfront Marathon (STWM) 2015
— by participating or by donating — you are all superstars!”
See more pics at www.moorelands.ca/stwm-2015/
– H.B.

Giving Tuesday is Dec 1st
— Go Online to Donate
Join engaged Canadians as they go online to donate
to the charity of their choice and share it with their
friends on their social networks. Donate at
www.moorelands.ca/gifts
1. Make a sign: “I just donated to Moorelands
Christmas Sharing because ….”
2. Post a photo of you with your sign to your social
networks with the hashtags

#ChristmasSharing
#GivingTuesdayCa
#UNselfie
3. Challenge your friends to
do the same! Tell your kids
and grandkids to get online
and join #ChristmasSharing
#GivingTuesdayCa #UNselfie

Save the Date!
Get Jazzed about Moorelands
at the Palais Royale
1601 Lakeshore Blvd. West,
Toronto M5K 3C1

Thursday, May 26th, 2016,
6:30pm to 11:30pm
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TICKETS AVAILABLE SOON
Stay tuned for exciting details
about this fabulous evening.
Live Entertainment, a Taste of
Toronto and Stories from our City.
250 Merton Street, Suite 501,
Toronto, Ontario M4S 1B1

Telephone 416.466.9987
Fax 416.466.0727
Donating public securities and mutual funds is the most tax-smart way to make donations in
Canada. Eliminating the capital gains tax, means you receive a larger tax receipt while giving
to your chosen charity. To learn how, please contact us at 416-466-9987 ext. 307 or
mlewis@moorelands.ca
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