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Many Moorelands’ campers have chaotic home lives.
While that’s not a given, the stability and carefully crafted 

positive atmosphere  maintained at the Wilderness Camp 
benefits all the children and youth who come, no matter what 
home life is like. 

When asked how the camp’s secure oasis is helpful, director 
Lynda Tilley thinks of a boy who joined the staff last summer 
after eight years as a camper.

Aaron was a particularly shy boy who, despite 
encouragement from family, wasn’t so comfortable or 
confident in his skin, Lynda recalls. When pushed to try new 
things, he became defiant and uncooperative. Then he came 
to Moorelands.

“Camp gave me friends,” he told her once. But that was 
just the beginning. He quickly discovered it was easier to trust 
people at camp and he began to open up. The safe, stable 
environment made it easier to try new things.

“In trusting kids at camp, it made him more trusting back in 
the city and that’s helped him to grow,” she says. He speaks 
easily with peers and younger kids now. He knows that 

because of camp, he’s ahead of his peers,” she adds. “When 
he works with a group he notices a difference in the way he 
interacts with people.”

That growth comes from encouragement to consider others. 
That encouragement comes from a philosophy Moorelands 
adopted early on.

Lynda recalls another camper, a young girl with an 
extremely chaotic home life. Yet in her second summer at 
Moorelands, she got up in front of the camp and said her best 
day ever was when she got a button for caring.

“Camp is inclusive,” Lynda says. “Life at home and school 
isn’t always like that. There is such richness from focusing on 
other people, trying to befriend them and seeing their needs. 
I’ve seen it time and time again that your needs are met 
by meeting the needs of others. That goes for campers and 
staff.”

Many times Aaron has told her with obvious pride that he’s 
never missed a summer. “Moorelands is a tradition in my life,” 
Aaron said. “It helped me to grow and to grow up.”  
    -B.T. 

Our Mandate

At Moorelands, we recognize 
the inherent value of all 
children and youth. We work 
with Toronto children and 
youth affected by poverty, to 
provide them with positive 
and fun experiences to help 
strengthen their confidence, 
competence and character.
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We’ve just wrapped up another great Christmas Sharing season. Your creativity and 
generosity made Christmas special for 250 families and all our City Programs participants. 
We are so grateful to the individuals, families, workplace groups and churches who were 
our partners in this great endeavour. Without you, we could not make Christmas wishes 
come true and meet the very real needs of our families. -L.T.

Stability Matters – Make Moorelands your Charity of Choice

Why Become a Sustaining Donor
The Oxford English Dictionary defines Stability as: ‘The state of being not easily adjusted 

or destroyed; not wavering or fickle…’ Sustaining is defined as: ‘To provide with the basic 
necessities required to support or preserve life…’ 

Stability is one of the many things you bring to the life of a young person when you 
partner with Moorelands Community Services. The wealth of knowledge, the evidence-
based programming, the excellence of training, the intentional teachings and learning 
we bring to the children and youth we serve – are all made possible by your actions. In 
becoming a monthly donor, you enable us to stabilize and improve programs that “help 
kids shape brighter futures.” That is why we call our Moorelands monthly donors our 
Sustaining Donors.

A Sustaining Donor also gets more for the dollar as more of your gift is channeled directly 
into Moorelands’ programs. It’s an efficient, easy way to make a gift that builds confidence, 
competence and character for a Toronto child living in poverty. “As long as I’m making 
my payment a monthly donation, I have peace of mind in knowing I can afford the small 
amount every month and that I don’t have to take the time to write a cheque, find a stamp, 
or worry about tax deadlines,” says Leigh Davidson, a Moorelands partner and monthly 
Sustaining Donor. 

Consider making Moorelands your charity of choice by becoming a Sustaining Donor 
yourself. When you make this monthly commitment, a child, at his or her most vulnerable, 
will be just that little bit more stable and supported.  - M.L.

That’s a Wrap
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Donor Spotlight – Leigh Davidson
Long-standing donor, Leigh Davidson, appreciates the concrete 
impact of our work and the efficiency that donating monthly 
offers her, “I came to Moorelands because my mother was a camp 
counsellor for Fresh Air Camps back in the 30’s and she left a bequest 
to Moorelands in her will. That was 16 years ago. As I learned more 
about the impact Moorelands makes in working with disadvantaged 
Toronto children, I became more and more involved in their work, 
supporting Send a Kid to Camp, volunteering with Christmas Sharing, 
and now supporting Baby Bundles and BLAST too!” 

As an avid nature lover, Leigh is also committed to sustaining the 
environment and passing that love of nature on to children. By choosing to be a monthly, 
Sustaining Donor to Moorelands, Leigh achieves her goal in two ways; by giving the gift of 
Wilderness Camp to a child and by choosing the most environmentally friendly way to make 
that gift. Why not join Leigh in becoming a Sustaining Donor of Moorelands. While you’re 
at it, think of the environment and sign up for our electronic version of echo. Help us sustain 
Moorelands’ programs and the environment too. - M.L.

Camp is a Secure Oasis

Save the Date
Join us for our Annual General Meeting (AGM), Tuesday, April 15, 2014, 
AGM, April 15,  5:30 – 7:30pm 
Hosted by Fasken Martineau DuMoulin LLP,   
Bay Adelaide Centre Suite 2400, 333 Bay St, Toronto, ON,   M5H 2T6 

Stay tuned for details about our Starlit Night gala –  
bringing the camp experience to the city To take place this June, 2014. 



Moorelands wishes to continue to be an island of stability in the lives 
of the children it serves, but we need your help.

Our vision is to provide low-income Toronto children and youth with 
opportunities to develop the skills, tools and strategies that will enable 
them to become responsible and successful adults in an increasingly 
competitive global environment.

We aspire to expand our programs to meet needs in Flemingdon 
Park and Thorncliffe Park, two of the most diverse, under-served, 
low-income neighbourhoods in Toronto. Currently, we’re able to serve 
only 1 in 8 of the children and youth who wish to participate in our 
programs.

First, however, Moorelands must tackle the financial gap between 
funds raised and expenses, in a sustainable way. If we are unable to do 
so, we will be looking at having to close programs, not expand them. 

Despite very tight cost management and efforts to enhance 
fundraising, Moorelands is facing a significant financial challenge in 

2014. Donations still haven’t fully rebounded to pre 2008/2009 recession levels and that is putting enormous pressure on our 
ability to meet needs.

For the next three years, we’re asking you to make Moorelands your charity of choice and to be a Moorelands ambassador 
– let others know about the incredible opportunities Moorelands provides. Together we can secure Moorelands’ future and 
offer the safe and stable oasis our children need so much.                                                                                                         - P.J.

Moorelands City Programs: 
A Place to Feel Safe and Accepted

Make Moorelands Your Charity of Choice

The birth of a child is a cause for 
celebration. For retired teacher and 
crackerjack volunteer Carole Legget and 
dedicated volunteers like her, it’s also an 
opportunity to create a very special gift – 
a Moorelands’ Baby Bundle. Moorelands 
exists to provide children and youth living 
in poverty in Toronto with the tools and 

experiences that help them build confidence, competence, character – and 
our fourth ‘C’ – connection.. What better way to start connecting than by 
welcoming a newborn to this city. 

The bundles are delivered where they’re needed most – over 165 in this 
past year – by community nurses, social workers and associated agencies 
with a connection to the work of Moorelands Community Services. The need 
is high and Moorelands’ Baby Bundles are in demand. Many individuals, 
church and community groups, work tirelessly to make sweater sets – size 6 
months – bonnets and blankets. These items, all new, in combination with 
the toiletries, sleepers, receiving blankets, baby books, diapers and most 
especially zinc cream, make up the balance of a bundle that the nurses and 
agency workers use as both a community-building and a teaching tool. 

All items in the program are donated new and packed by volunteers. 
Unfortunately, Moorelands will no longer be in a position to buy items to 
fill in the missing gaps, so your efforts are doubly appreciated. A focus on 
the items most urgently needed (e.g. petroleum jelly or zinc cream) is vital 
to the success of Baby Bundles. Your efforts to secure and donate these 
items provide stability and community to a mother, and to the child who 
represents our future. - M.L.

Baby Bundles – New Items Urgently Needed

Help bring stability to our city’s most vulnerable children.  
Become a Moorelands monthly, Sustaining Donor today.

Imagine...  
Coming to Canada after moving from country to country, trying 
to find a home free of war or prejudice.  

Imagine...
Being the child of a physician who once lived in a big house, 
with servants, and who now lives in a one bedroom apartment 
with four other family members.  The physician now works in 
a factory, but is trying to meet Canadian qualifications in his 
‘spare time.’ It hasn’t been easy.

Imagine...  
Moving to a new country – without your parents – to live with a 
cousin, aunt, uncle or grandparent.  People you may have never 
met, or met so long ago they are essentially strangers.

Imagine...
The lives of some of the children who access Moorelands’ 
programs have been turned upside down.  A new country, new 
city, a new way of life – for many, it’s a step up, for some, a 
step down. Their parents have sacrificed their careers to give 
their children a better life in Canada. The result is often a lot of 
instability and uncertainty as they settle into their new lives.

Now, imagine... 
A place where you feel safe, accepted and secure.  Imagine 
a place where you can make new friends;   where you 
come away feeling confident; where, for a few hours, life is 
stable.  Moorelands Budding Leaders After- School Team and 
Leadership programs are just such places. 
 
For over ten years, Moorelands has offered children and youth 
in the Thorncliffe and Flemingdon Park communities these 
excellent programs. Programs intentionally designed to build 
connections, confidence, competence and character.  And they 
build an added bonus – stability.

Imagine...
These programs continuing to meet the needs of all the children 
who want to access them.  Just imagine…
 
Nancy Stewart, the writer of this article, is a teacher at Valley 
Park Middle School, which serves youth living in Flemingdon 
Park and Thorncliffe Park.

BABY BUNDLE ITEMS 
URGENTLY NEEDED
•	 Sleepers size 6 months for boys & girls
•	 Boy baby colours/items 
•	 Undershirts size 6 months
•	 Blankets for boys & girls
•	 Baby bath towels/face cloths
•	 Receiving blankets
•	 Baby books & toys
•	 Toiletries:
•	 Baby Wash 444mL
•	 Baby Lotion 444mL
•	 Petroleum Jelly 375g
•	 Zinc Ointment
•	 Diaper Wipes
•	 Bibs
•	 Disposable Diapers size 1
•	 Sweater Sets size 6 months

Baby Bundle items may be delivered to: 
Moorelands Community Services 
250 Merton Street, Suite 501,  
Toronto, ON, M4S 1B1 
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