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Our Vision: We Empower Kids to Transform their Lives

New Skills 
for a New 
Year!
Moorelands Kids’ programs 
empower children and youth 
to transform their lives with 
new skills, new experiences 
and a new outlook.
Your support has a long-lasting impact 
on the lives of some of Toronto’s most 
vulnerable kids. But don’t just take 
our word for it; discover what our 
participants say they’ve learned  
at Moorelands and how it’s  
transformed them.

Listen to our kids...THIS is what transformation looks like!  

Read more in your myMoorelands

Continued on page 2 >>

RESPECT
“Because of BLAST I’m more  
confident than before and more  
kind and respectful.” 

Sayeed, age 9, BLAST participant

CONFIDENCE
“What I learned at camp can help  
me in various large environments such 
as school where I can learn to speak 
my mind. I feel able to go back to 
Toronto and be myself!” 
Carly, age 16, SALT camper

Winter 2019

Research shows that structured 
out-of-school programs help 
children develop social and 
practical skills as well as positive 
relationships with peers and adults. 

And yet, 50% of children in  
lower income families do 
not regularly participate in 
out-of-school programs.

50%



What’s the impact of a Moorelands Kids’ baby bundle? That’s 
the very question we put to Natalie Di Quattro of Native 
Child and Family Services, who have partnered with  
us for more than 12 years.
“The impact of a baby bundle goes beyond the physical items,” explains Nancy.  
“It really helps moms that are struggling; it shows that they are special and that the 
community cares.”

Moorelands Kids’ Baby Bundles program supports 17 Toronto agencies serving 
families affected by poverty. Most women who attend Natalie’s pre and post-natal 
programs have been referred by child protection and their newborns are considered 
high-risk for child welfare. The impact of Moorelands Kids’ Baby Bundles program in 
the lives of these women is transformative.

“The bundles make such a difference. The moms are ecstatic! We give them out 
at the end of the pre-natal program. They are a great incentive to attend and learn 
important information about giving babies a loving, healthy start.”

Natalie explains how the toiletries “get them started” and how the books  
“will help them in their journey to connect with their child.”

For Natalie, helping mothers build this connection is a baby bundle’s greatest gift  
to her participants. 

“There was one mother who was quite low and apprehensive about 
all the challenges ahead before the birth.  When I saw her again, her 

newborn was dressed top-to-toe in hand-knitted items from the 
bundle. She asked me, “Who made this for my daughter?” and was 

overcome; she couldn’t believe that someone would go to that 
effort. It inspired her. She wanted to learn to knit herself so that 
she too could provide for her baby. The bundle had helped build 
her attachment.”

Natalie has a clear message for all the Baby Bundle volunteers 
and donors: “THANK YOU SO MUCH. Your effort and support 
have a long-term impact – it helps these women understand 
that they, and their babies, matter. Thank you!”

Baby Bundles: A Transformative Gift of Hope and Care

TEAMWORK
“Learning skills at  
camp about leadership 
teaches us how to  
work with others and 
show compassion in 
everyday life.”  
Sam, age 13,  
Moorelands camper

RESPONSIBILITY
“I plan on using my skills 
outside of Moorelands. 
They will help me to 
be more organized and 
responsible. Also, they’ll 
help with working  
together at school.” 
Jameela, age 15,  
VITAL participant

community 
partner 
agencies

17

generous 
donors138

bundles 
distributed  
in 2018

232
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POSITIVE ATTITUDE
“The canoe trip was my 
favourite part of ACE!  
I didn’t just learn to  
canoe, what I learned at 
Moorelands is that we  
should be positive in any 
situation wherever you are.”  
Eric, age 15,  
ACE camper

DECISION 
MAKING
“LED taught me how 
to improve my skills, 
such as leadership. It 
also taught me to trust 
more things and make 
smarter decisions.” 
Rhia, age 12,  
LED participant

Thank You!
Matching Weeks  
Challenge Goal Exceeded - 
$195,000 Raised!
We’d like to extend a special THANK 
YOU to the Ross Family for generously 
matching gifts to the challenge.

Together, you’ve made two weeks 
at camp a reality for 55 kids in 2019 
through project DIVE. This new 
program will give campers the chance 
to deepen and enhance the important 
new leadership skills they develop at 
camp. The additional funds will be 
used to send another 55 kids to  
camp for skill-building summer  
fun. AMAZING!

Christmas Sharing  
Makes Dreams Come True
You transformed the Holidays for 819 children and babies through 
Moorelands Kids’ Christmas Sharing program. Thank you for making 
Christmas dreams come true.

kids from 
camper 
families

572

kids from 
after-school 
programs

150

newborns97

Kids helped at Christmas
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Need Answers? 
For questions, comments or 
change in contact information, 
please contact us at:

416.466.9987

info@moorelands.ca

  250 Merton St, Suite 501 
Toronto, ON, M4S 1B1

www.moorelands.ca

Help Us Grow 
the Moorelands  
Kids Family!
We know that Moorelands Kids’ 
programs have a transformative 
effect on the lives of the 
children and families we serve. 
Help us give even more kids the new skills they 
need to succeed and thrive by spreading the word 
about our programs!

Applications for all our programs & jobs are available 
online at www.moorelands.ca – please share!

Please share our Facebook posts and tweets or post about our programs on your 
Instagram with the hashtag #MoorelandsKids between now and Family Day and be 
entered into a draw to win Moorelands Kids swag!

www.moorelands.ca is TRANSFORMING! 
Right now, we’re in the midst of developing a purposeful, interactive new website! 
Launching in March 2019, the revamped www.moorelands.ca will make it easier for 
everyone in the Moorelands Kids family to get involved and engage with us. PLUS it 
will help raise Moorelands Kids’ profile in the wider community and bring new skills 
and experiences to those in need.

Want to be in the know about exciting updates like the launch date of the new  
site? Subscribe to our email list at www.moorelands.ca/subscribe and follow us  
on social media.
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LED
The spring semester 

of LED begins in 
March – apply 

online. The program, 
serving middle 

schoolers at Valley 
Park MS, Humber 
Summit MS and 
Gulfstream PS,  

is FREE! 

Work at camp  
this summer! 
We’re hiring for 
summer 2019. 

Working at 
Moorelands Kids is 
demanding… but oh 
so rewarding! Gain 
skills & experience 
that will set you up 

for success.

Moorelands Camp
Apply online for 

Moorelands Camp 
– open to kids in 
grades 3 to 8 & 

living in Toronto. All 
spots are subsidized 

starting as low as 
$25 p/week!


